
国際セミナー 

Race and Rescue 

 in Early Asian International Adoption History 

 

Prof. Catherine Ceniza Choy  

（カリフォルニア大学バークレー校/ Univ. of California, Berkeley） 

 

日時：2012 年 6 月 9 日（土） 15:45~18:00  

Date: June 9, 2012 (Sat)  15:45-18:00 

場所：京都大学人文科学研究所本館 331 号室 

Place: Room 331, Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto Univ. 

コメント：安里和晃（京都大学） 

Abstract： 

This presentation challenges the popular notion that international adoption in America is the newest 

face of U.S. multiculturalism.  Rather, it connects this phenomenon to the post-World War II and Cold 

War presence of the United States in Asia through the establishment of military bases and the fathering 

of mixed race children overseas (popularly known as Amerasians) by Asian women and U.S. servicemen.  

The origins of Asian international adoption were inextricably linked to the adoption of mixed-race 

Japanese, Korean, and Vietnamese children by American families in the 1950s through the 1970s. U.S. 

news media, social welfare agencies, and independent adoption organizations represented the 

mixed-race children of Japan, Korea, and Vietnam as an Asian social problem due to restrictive Asian 

traditions and values based on patrilineal bloodlines.  While these images stereotyped Asia as a 

backwards place in contrast to a progressive United States, social critics also complicated the East-West 

divide by invoking the moral responsibility of the United States in Asia.  The International Social 

Service-United States of America branch believed that this international problem―a problem of racial 

mixture, Asian social discrimination, and U.S. accountability abroad―required a transnational solution.  

It could only be resolved through stronger social service in the Asian countries as well as international 

adoption by American families. 
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※ 講演は英語で行われますが、講演の要約・質疑応答の通訳もあります。 


