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This paper try to examine the role of the community in China’s shifting elder care diamond 

over the last three decades. The change of China’s elder care diamond is an important research since 

this country has undergone the low fertility rate and ageing in old people. China’s population is 

ageing more rapidly than those in most developing countries. The meanwhile, socioeconomic 

changes, such as stringent birth control and massive rural-urban migration, have made family not 

able to provide old age care as before. And the women who are the major role to care for elder 

people, are now too busy with jobs and raising children. So the governments are forced to take all 

kinds of measures to solve the elder care. One of the ways is home-based eldercare, with the 

government as the service supporter, and the other preferred model is community-based eldercare 

which encourages family, friends, neighborhood and volunteers to look after the elder people. And 

between the state and the family, China pays much attention to the role of community include the 

volunteer groups which can have all kinds of recreational activities and other forms of social life. 

This kind of active participation in group activities can bring the social happy to elder people but the 

state or the family does not provide. And many people point out that China is now in a 

transformation from family care to community care. So the role of the community is playing an 

increasingly important role in elder care. However, how important the role of the community palys, 

is it really decrease the burden of the family, and what position the community is in elder care 

diamond in China.  

In this paper, I begin with literature review on welfare pluralism and try to explain analytical 

dimensions of the four sectors of the elder care diamond in China. It will be important in 

understanding the China elder care system. In the second part I will analyze the policy on 

community elder care which is published by the government of China. Then I will examine how it 

influence the care diamond. And I also try to explore the change in the state’s overall expenditure on 

the community elder care. In the following, I will examine why the role of the community is playing 

an increasingly important role in elder care and what is the relationship with the other three sectors. 

Then I aim to explore with the increasing role of the community, is it really reduce the burden of the 

family and the state. The last part I will conclude this paper with a summary of all changes in the 

China elder care diamond and discussion of the important role of the community and how it impact 

the other three sectors . Based on the changes of care diamond, I aim to explore what kind of policy 

about community elder care can we employ.  


