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The Morning Commute by Bicycle

This may look like just an ordinary photograph. However, in the rural area in Bihar
State, northern India, where this photo was taken, women riding bikes to work in the
morning is a new sight. Female education is spreading not just in the urban areas, but
in rural ones as well, and, while few, the number of women earning a stable income
is rising. The two women in this photograph are a primary school teacher and her
niece, who works as a nurse in a nearby town. Their incomes are vital for each of their

families. A fact that their husbands and in-laws are, of course, well aware of.

(photo, caption: OSHIKAWA Fumiko)
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Inter-University Exchange between National Taiwan University, Seoul National University,

and Kyoto University

The East Asia Junior Workshop was held on the
Friday and Saturday of July 15 and 16. This is a
program for academic exchange focused on
undergraduate and Master’s course students, and until
last year it was held under the title “International
Symposium on East Asian Sociology between Kyoto
University and National Taiwan University.” This year
marked our third time, and we were able to be joined by
participants from Seoul National University. There were
a total of 48 participants, with presentations given by
undergraduate and Master’s course students. There
were nine presentations from Taiwan, five from Korea,
and nine from Japan. Eight of the Japanese presentations
were by students of mine, and along with reporting on
their classes, they reported on comparisons between
Japan, Korea, and Taiwan using the East Asian Social
Survey 2008. The reports from Taiwan and Korea were
varied in scope, but my impression was that they tended
towards reports related to social movements and student
life. In addition to these, there were keynote lectures by
professors Kuo-ming Lin (NTU), Wako Asato (Kyoto
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Univ.), and Shin-kap Han (SNU). The reports and
debates were all in English, and we enjoyed some lively
discussions. From the 17th, the Japanese students
continued their student-level interactions with the
Koreans and Taiwanese, showing them around Kyoto.
The impression I got from talking with the Japanese
students was that it was a very fulfilling time.

Eight of the nine presentations from Japan were by
third-year students, so there was perhaps not as much
time for preparation as ideal but I think they all did a
good job. The NTU and SNU students were all fluent in
English, so the Japanese presentations seemed a little
weak, but I believe that contents-wise, they were just as
good. If we had held the event in February, at the end of
the academic year, rather than in July, then perhaps the
quality of the presentations would have been higher. At
any rate, when I was a third-year student I would not
have been able to even conceive of this sort of program,
which made me feel the generation gap, but it does seem
to have been very stimulating for the students.
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I learned a lot from the workshop, so I really appreciate
coming here in order to meet different cultures and different

i imilar ideas and
inki bout sociology. There are some siml
e ave different

phenomena in different countries, but wej h
nd habits of study and thinking so we could

i -
traditions thought about before.

discuss and learn more that we haven't : ! .
This was my first English presentation and first time
sharing my research with others, so I'm very happy about
the interaction with others and the comments they gave me.

I prepared for 4 weeks for this presentation. Preparing this |
presentation, I learned a lot about how to set up my theory,
introduce it to other people, and handle data. It was a very ‘
good chance to share thinking among Korean, Taiwanese
and Japanese students. Especially, I was surprised that we
all have similar thinking. I think that this workshop will ‘
help me to study more about Asia, because, this workshop
gave me a glimpse of East Asia and stimulated me to study
hard! Thank you for granting me this opportunity.

I was impressed by the presentations given by students
from each country, and lectures given by professors. Many
students talked about social problems through interview or
statistical data, and I learned about some of the problems for
the first time (such as Student Government in South Korea
or grassroots NGOs in Taiwan). I became very interested in
these, and I wish I had had more time to talk about these
problems personally.

As for my own presentation, although I was very nervous
about what I talked about and whether my English could be
understood, I was really glad to be given very helpful

advice. I was also impressed by the fact that the Korean
and Taiwanese students clearly expressed what they’re going
to study and their vision for the future with confidence. I was
inspired by their attitude toward research.
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ISA RC06 - CFR Kyoto Seminar 2011

OCHIAl Emiko, (COE Program Leader / Chair, CFR Kyoto Seminar Executive Committee)

A seminar for the International Sociological Association
Research Committee on Family Research was held at Kyoto
University from the 12th to the 14th of September 2011. The
Sixth Research Committee (RC06) of the International
Sociological Association (ISA), otherwise known as the Research
Committee on Family Research (CFR), holds a group of sessions
at the ISA World Congress held every four years, and in
addition it holds a seminar on a specific theme somewhere
different every year. This year it was hosted by the Japan
Society of Family Sociology and the Kyoto University Global
COE, with the theme of “Reconstruction of the Intimate and
Public Spheres in a Global Perspective.” Over its three days we
had eight presentation sessions, three poster sessions, two
special sessions, and a special lecture by Emmanuel TODD of
the INED. Including the poster sessions and special sessions,
there were a total of 61 research presentations, with 186
participants from 19 different countries (8 in Asia, 8 in Europe,
2 in North America, and 1 other). Among this was a total of 141
participants from the host country of Japan, including 29
presenters and 4 discussants/organizers, showing that the
standard of family research in Japan is at a global level and
allowing us to deepen our ties with researchers around the
world.

Dr. TODD’s special lecture was on his bold hypothesis on the
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historical development of the family he developed in his new
work, L'origine des systémes familiaux. His idea, that the
nuclear family is the primitive one, and the joint family the
newer, was extremely stimulating. In addition, in the special
sessions, we heard reports on the results of international
comparative projects between families in Europe, from the
KASS (Kinship and Social Security) Project, and in Asia, from
the Comparative Family Survey Project in Asia (EASS and its
extension).

Professor Rudolf RICHTER (University of Vienna), President
of the CFR, graciously gave us a lecture at the Annual Meeting
of the Japan Society of Family Sociology, which was held right
before this seminar. This seminar was only made possible with
the presence on the Executive Committee of Past President
MAKINO Katsuko and President WATANABE Hideki, as well
as the efforts of many committee members in the display of
books and journals, not to mention the work of the entire Japan
Society of Family Sociology, and I would like to take this
opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to them all. If we can
use this seminar to encourage even greater participation by
family researchers from Japan and Asia in CFR and contribute
to family studies on a global scale, then I believe that this

seminar will have been a success.
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The Session on “Social Policy and Family”

ISHII-KUNTZ Masako (Profiesser; Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences, Ochanemizu University)

Committee on Family Research Kyoto Seminar was held in
Kyoto University on September 12th to 14th. I participated in
the Session 1 (September 12th) entitled “Social Policy and
Family” as a presider and a commentator. This session consisted
of four papers.

The first paper attempts to reconstruct the concept of
“generation” through family and aging policies in Canada and
Japan. The author analyzes macro data encompassing the 50
postwar years, and found that family and aging policies have
been influenced by states, markets, community, families and
individuals. Using OECD’s panel data with a focus on Japan
and Korea, the second paper examines how social policies are
affecting the relationship between marriage/divorce and suicide
rates. It was found that the high suicide rates in Japan and
Korea are due partly to the decline of marriage rates and the
rise of divorce rates caused by the reduced Active Labor Market
Programs and a decline in housing support. The third paper
analyzes micro data collected in Japan, Korea and Singapore to
examine the relationship between religion and attitudes toward
family policies. Few commonalities were found among the three
Asian societies with respect to the effects of religion on attitudes
toward family policies. This was partly due to the limited role of

religion in Japan. The final paper analyzes extensive qualitative
data to investigate how the educational system is related to low
fertility rates in Singapore. It was found that stress in raising a
child in an increasing competitive examination-based merit
system was one of the reasons holding parents back from
deciding to have an additional child.

Common key words over these four papers are “policies” and
“cross-societal comparison,” except for the last paper. However,
these papers are quite diverse in terms of the dimensions of
family-related topics examined, and research methods.
Additionally, types of data ranged from quantitative to
qualitative. It is rather difficult to share a common definition of
families and policies across different societies. This session,
however, provided us with an opportunity to re-recognize the
importance of connecting families and policies, and to examine
this relationship by cross-societal comparisons.

Finally, I visited a poster session of this Seminar held on
September 12th. I was quite impressed not only by the effective
ways that the posters were presented but also by lively exchanges
between the presenters and visitors. I believe that these poster
sessions provided valuable experiences for new researchers and
graduate students from Japan and other countries.
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“Most Recent Issues in World
et Population: Fertility Reversal
and Marriage Migration”

KOJIMA Hiroshi (Professor;, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Waseda University)

On June 10th (Friday), the Population Association of Japan and
the Kyoto University Global COE jointly held an international
symposium at Kyoto University’s Rakuyu Kaikan hall. Mikko
Myrskyla (Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research) spoke
on “The Determinants and Patterns of Recent Fertility Increases in
the Developed World” and Hye-Kyung Lee (Paichai University,
Korea) spoke on “Marriage Migration and Related Policy Issues in
North-East Asia” and Miho Iwasawa (National Institute of
Population and Social Security Research) and myself were the
discussants, with translation being provided by Setsuya Fukuda
(Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research) and Wako Asato
(Kyoto University). Both presentations were timely in their
contents, and enjoyed by not only members of the Population
Association of Japan but family sociologists and people from Kyoto
University. Dr. Myrskyla’s linking of fertility and the human
development index offered points that Japan, with its seriously
ageing population, needs to pay attention to, though we need to
take into account cultural factors as well. Prof. Lee’s emphasis on
international marriage migration also holds a great deal of policy-
related significance for Japan in the future, though one issue that
could be pursued in the future study is an overall comparative
analysis of international migration, as there is a very close
relationship with other types of international migration.
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SNU - KU Korean Languasge
and Korean Studies Program

KAWABATA Kohei (COE Researchen)

2 Global COE staff and 8 students (1 Undergraduate,
3 Master’s Course, and 4 Doctoral Course) participated
to the Korean Language and Society Program at Seoul
National University from 1 August to 26 August 2011
(the participants received grants from Kyoto Erasmus
Program). Through this program, the participants
learned Korean language and about its society as well
as enhanced friendships and intellectual networks
with staff members and students from College of Social
Sciences, Institute for Japanese Studies, and Graduate
School of International Studies at SNU. During the
program, the participants received three-week Korean
language intensive course and 9 lectures by SNU staff
on Korean society, history, politics, culture, economics,
and religion in the afternoon. The lectures were
designed as introductory courses for beginners on
Korean studies, and they were conducted in English
and Japanese. Besides these programs in the morning
and afternoon, the participants engaged in fieldwork
and literature researches based on their interests.
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Kanako Akaeda, Intimate Relationships
between Women in Modern Japan
(Kadokawa Gakugei Shuppan, 2011)

AKAEDA Kanako (COE Assistant Professor)

This book deals with the intimate relationships
between women that manifested during the period of
Japanese modernity. These relationships, which
vacillated between “friendship” and “same-sex love,” and
caused the problems of naming, were often known as “S,”
derived from the English term “Sister.” The phenomenon
of female-female intimacy, widely observed in prewar
girls’ schools, was and has been considered harmless
adolescent behavior to be engaged in before entering
“real” male-female relationships. Nevertheless, such
assumptions are nothing but the result of normative
discourses regarding heterosexuality as natural and
absolute. I argue that prewar Japanese young women
enthusiastically accepted “romantic love” (originated in
the Western/modern love relationships that highly
valued spiritual tie) as pure relations, while situating
this practice in relation to the then sexological
discourses. My book claims the necessity to see this long
neglected female-female intimacy as part of a larger
transformation of intimacy in modern Japan.

E e
éf/lyﬁﬁﬁ
< ProjeCts
IFFOYrH 4
737 OLEBREE
MLl 2T CERRHRMRED)

o7uys M, BEICHTAE0RKEELE T, RIEIC
B9 2 HEHEAHEICED L ) ki x B2 LT b 2% ik %
CERHME LTV E T, BRI L TIE. FHBHE Lo
BWT, RENREDI I IEDONT 02T TR, RIEICHT
LHELOMSS - WD B VIFEFE I, FEHERED X ) ks 2 3
ZLTWERCEBLTWES, TNICSE D MMOWFZERE & bt
ZNZENOE - W B 5 REOFE % VARMICEF L, ik
W2 ENTELEEZDLNLTY,

W O35 % MRS 123 23108 o 720, BERSTE L O K
AV IDBBVTET TR, BBOBEGARHEEZ LD L) ICHET S
PiE. TOEORHFREBAGE KT 5720, KIRBOKIZ D
HRZE»S T,

WAE, W - B8 - BEZPLRICHTZEL. S 512, O
MEERL EVHIRENS, £ Y F2D EIFTwEd, WA~
IN—Z7 ATTo AvN—=12d, WG EOBIRIUCHE L Wit
HHEBY FT. ZOENICDH. BHOBRHEBRCHAES L
BLT RELLMEEREDITLZLEZHIELTVWE T,

Core Project 4:
Comparative Studies on Asian Family Law

YOKOYAMA Mika (Professor, Graduate School of Law)

This project aims to compare functions of legal standards
related to family by comparing divorce laws. The
comparison focuses not only on how families are treated
by the law as a standard of judgement, but also what role
is played by legal standards in maintaining, forming, or
changing family norms. Through this, combined with other
research, it should be possible to get a three-dimensional
understanding of the distinct features of the family in each
country or region, and consider them comparatively.

The reason we narrowed down the comparison focus
to divorce is not only because there are a large number
of points to compare, but each country’s public family
values are strongly reflected in how the conditions for and
effects of divorce are configured, meaning this is useful for
comparing family values.

At present, the research is focused on China, Taiwan, and
Korea, and we are considering adding India to relativize
the comparison. There are seven members in our research
group, some of whom are experts on the legal situation
in the target countries, and we also have links with local
legal practitioners and sociologists. This should allow us to
provide some solid research results.
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Using Experiences from East Asia

SOMLAI Peter (Professor; Institute of Sociology; Faculty of Social Sciences, EStvds Lorand University)

The Faculty of Social Sciences, E6tvos Lorand
University, Budapest offers several BA and MA programs
as well as doctoral degrees. Our main focuses are
sociology, social policy and social work. We are teaching
classical and modern social theories, historical sociology,
methodology, social psychology and we are organizing
field works for our students. We are very active in
teaching and research of national minorities. One reason
for this is the social problems of the Romas, a minority
in Hungary. We teach economy, political sciences and
international relations too.

Our main conceptual tools in teaching are the heritage
of European social sciences. But we would like to
broaden the horizon of social scientific analysis and see
global concerns taken into account: how post-industrial
societies are changing the life of the people? How far are
responses to the economic crisis re-thinking the role of
the national states or international institutions in
creating sustainable societies? How are different social
classes and minority groups, especially those in poverty,
affected by the crisis? How directions in the formation of
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the present world system are shaping the material
conditions, social organizations and culture (knowledge,
values, and attitudes) of our societies?

As a Hungarian sociologist I enjoyed the Global COE
program for “Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public
Spheres in 21st Century Asia” in Kyoto University. The
interesting presentations of the participants and the
discussions with colleagues and students from East
Asian countries in workshops challenged my ideas about
our standard concepts in social sciences. This new spirit
of comparative research carried out by East Asian
scholars helped me to develop new viewpoints and
theoretical questions. I am
organizing currently a seminar
for several Ph.D. students on
“Modernization and Life-Course”
in E6tvos University and I seek
to use what I learned in Kyoto to
have a better understanding of
this subject.

sBREMLYL-BEE1,Am B

6H6H»S7TH6HETOMRL »
AR, 7 a—,3)1 COE D4 E N%%
D)L —#ERE L TREZLTATL
7o [LTHAFLZ] L)ook, 4
B EEE T O S ORI # T B
HAGEZ [#AEE] L3285
TIE LD TOkKTL 7,
FVICHEOEBRNE T ETE GO
W L7223 MORZN—2I1ZLE Lz, E—E0 [EA A
OFREFMEETE] & DRM T3] oMo [RE
OMBRFE] 3 [ 0B CHE=3o [
WMeHyOEE] & [7Y 7R EEO EBE LRI ©
L7zo B OARZIERL THT OIS ET L.

B ADRNEICHERD D 20 L OB L F L7225 g
35920 % REOFT 4 A D v g yiEH 10 Lot E

LR LABE
ERASMUS Teaching Staff P

B DR FEERL HARNFENHE LT E LR, -
72D, BEFIOFIRTEE OFH K S A DR D 5
H%FECTHFRITETINT, HoBMEBMIZEM L T
ZLTLZe T7VIDLOFFEELRATY) -8 by (Ri)
BALPFEN LT T BRIGEE 205V T L NTRE L
CELEEONFE LT ATV DOLO-FEY)T VR - I
N7 x) 7 SANRRELY T VY ORER AFEICHERCTHER
LT NFE LS

BHEUSMCDL ST ST RBE T TEE L. =
WIRAER COEIAEOMAIY 2. FIHKILIR S B & B4
HEORET, BBMEZARTE T Lz, 4. REOHR
2 10 SERT O EF AT & OB O O BFHREs %
BLABPOLHEITEX I ENRRIIIERY F5, 7272, 15
KA FHEITTE STV 5 BN FEEH 2 50 2
Mol EI3RAETL,

A Month of Relay Lectures Is a Rich Experience

For a period of one month, from Jun 6th to July 4th, I
attempted to take my turn delivering “Relay Lectures” -
classes given as a series of lectures in relay by foreign
members of the Global COE. When I say “attempted to,”
these special lectures in sociology were in English, and
so for me, for whom Japanese is the language I normally
do my research in, this was a new challenge.

Luckily, I was able to base the predetermined lecture
contents on three books I had published. The first part,
on “Reconstruction of Economic Structures in

”

Agricultural Societies,” was based on my Agricultural
Village Industrialization Theory, the second, on
“Reconstruction of Organizations in Agricultural

2]

Societies,” on A Comparison of Sino-Japanese
Agricultural Village Organizations, and the third,
“Reconstruction of the Concept of Agriculture Itself,”
was based on An International Comparison of Urban-
style Agriculture in Asia. It was somewhat easier to
translate my books into English and then talk.

I was worried if everyone would be interested in
agricultural issues, but the first class was attended by
about twenty people, and we had ten in the final
discussion, both international students from all over the

world, and Japanese. What made an impression was

that Jiro Morita, a JSPS research scholar from the
Faculty of Education, attended from the first to the last
lectures, and at each one was active in asking questions.
A student from Africa, Musumari Patou (MD), had
excellent English, and the way he would nod his head
while listening each time gave me a lot of strength. A
student from Holland, Lianne Elferink, offered some
debate in the lectures based on the situation in her own
country.

Outside the lectures, I was also able to experience a
number of things. A field trip to Kumano in Mie
Prefecture with some undergraduates, and visiting Mt.
Koya and the surrounding settlements in Wakayama
Prefecture allowed me experience the issues of
depopulation there. In addition, right before I headed
back home, I was very glad to be able to meet up with a
colleague I had done research with on China a decade
ago, and enjoy a wonderful open-air meal on the banks
of the River Kamo, one of Kyoto’s summer traditions.
However, one thing I do regret is not having had the
time to read the data of agricultural village surveys
held by the Department of Sociology at Kyoto
University.
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ITO Kimio (COE Program Sub-Leader / Professor, Graduate School of Letters)

The intimate sphere refers to relationships that are based
on certain affective bonds, are close, and have a certain
degree of sustainability, involving specific mutual
consideration and participation, such as providing or
receiving care. In his The Structural Transformation of the
Public Sphere, Habermas saw this concept as a “community
of love” connected by freedom and educational refinement,
while at the same time superimposing it on the concept of
the civic family. This is the so-called concept of the intimate
sphere as an idealized image of the modern family.

However, in recent years, new investigations have been
ongoing regarding the designation of the family and the
intimate sphere as being a community of love. The modern
family is not always sustained by freedom and love, as
evidenced by issues such as domestic violence and child
abuse. Here, we see the intermediation in the sphere by
factors such as control and violence. Amid this re-evaluation
of the intimate sphere, major social transformations
continue to occur. In contrast to an intimate sphere in which
the intervention of external agents into the “private sphere”
was at one point deemed to be impermissible as a matter of
principle, intervention has now come to be undertaken on a

judicial level in the form of “human rights.” In this way,
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since the end of the 20th century, attention has continued to
focus internationally on a range of systems that legalize
intervention in the intimate sphere, such as laws to prevent
domestic violence and child abuse.

Amid movements for protecting the rights of sexual
minorities and the increasing recognition of a diverse range
of sexual orientations, it has become apparent that the
family and the intimate sphere have until now been
sustained by the heterosexual establishment. Several
countries have legalized homosexual marriage and families
are becoming a lot more diversified. This is due to
phenomena such as the increasing trend towards
international marriage and adoption, the rising number of
stepfamilies due to divorce, and the proliferation of single-
person households. These kinds of changes have also forced
us to re-evaluate the traditional family and intimate sphere.

The market-driven of care and international mobility of
care workers and household workers continue to prompt
changes to the perspective of an intimate sphere centered on
the traditional modern family.

What is needed now is a fundamental redefinition of the
conventional image of family = intimate sphere as an affectively
linked public sphere of love based on blood ties and marriages.
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Activity Report

February
2 Appointment of an ERASMUS Professor from Canada
6 Kyoto “Hayabusa” Symposium

21 International Seminar on “Becoming a Migrant: Workers and Brides Moving
from Vietnam to East Asia” by ERASMUS Prof. Daniele Bélanger

22 Annual Progress Report Meeting on the GCOE “Next Generation Research”
and “Research Project for Gender Equality” Projects’ Research Achievements
in 2010?[to the 23rd]

25  Appointment of an ERASMUS Professor from Vietnam

8 International Research Meeting on “Families in Southeast Asia: Comparison
with East Asia”

1 Appointment of 28 COE Researchers
Appointment of a JSPS Research Fellow

11 First Call for Applications for Support to Present at Overseas Conferences,
Academic Year 2011 [to the 28th]

14  Call for applications to GCOE “Next Generation Research” Projects, Academic
Year 2011 [to May 16th]

Call for applications to GCOE “Research Project for Gender Equality”,
Academic Year 2011 [to May 16th]

20 Call for Contributions to the Book Series Transformation of Intimate and Public Spheres

28 Annual Progress Report Meeting on GCOE Core Projects’ Research
Achievements in 2010.

May
1 Appointment of a COE Assistant Professor

2 Opening of the Education Program, Language Learning Support System [to
January 2012]

9  Opening of the Education Program, Support for academic papers in English [to
June 30th]

17 International Seminar on “Interdisciplinary Approaches to Concepts in the
Intimate and the Public Spheres” with Dep. of Social Sciences and Philosophy,
Univ. of Jyvaskyld

19 The 1st International Omnibus Seminar 2011 on “Social Policy and Gender” by
COE Assistant Prof. Sophia Lee [The 2nd: May 26th / The 3rd: June 2nd]

6 Appointment of an ERASMUS Professor from China

9 The 4th International Omnibus Seminar 2010 on “Studies of the Reconstruction
of Rural Societies in Asia: Focus on China and Japan” by ERASMUS Prof.
Zhou Weihong [The 5th: June 16th / The 6th: 23rd / The 7th: 30th]

10 International Conference “Most Recent Issues in World Population: Fertility
Reversal and Marriage Migration”

17  Center for Women Researchers Symposium Series, My Job and Career Design
3, “Working at an Independent Administrative Research Institute”

23 The 1st GCOE Core Project Research Meeting, Academic Year 2011 (Guest
Speaker: Prof. FUMA Susumu)

15 East Asia Junior Workshop: Inter-University Exchange between National Taiwan
Univ., Seoul National Univ., and Kyoto Univ. [to the 16th]

19 International Seminar on “Mekong Sub-region, Infrastructure Development,
Non-Traditional Security, Human Mobility and Animal Trafficking” by Prof.
Thanya SRIPANA

21 The 2nd Core Project Research Meeting (Core Project 4: “Comparative Studies
on Asian Family Law”)

28 The 3rd Core Project Research Meeting (Core Project 2: “Theoretical
Reconsideration of the Intimate and Public Spheres as Historical Concepts” / 5:
“Research Group on Community and Intermediary Sphere”)

August
1 SNU - KU Korean Language and Korean Studies Program [to the 20th]

22 Second Call for Applications for Support to Present at Overseas Conferences
[to September 20th]

September
12 ISA RCO06 - CFR Kyoto Seminar 2011 [to the 14th]

Kyoto University Global COE Program for

— Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public ——

Spheres in 21st Century Asia

Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University

Yoshida Honmachi, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8501, Japan
Tel: 81-75-753-2734 Fax: 81-75-753-2772

Email: intimacy@socio.kyoto-u.ac.jp

URL: http://www.gcoe-intimacy.jp/
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