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An Indian Family in Singapore
We encountered them at a Hindu temple in Singapore-this little boy with almost
startlingly big eyes and his parents. The wife, who was from Southern India,
had joined her husband, who was working in Singapore, through an arranged
marriage. While his wife, cradling the boy in her arms, talked with us, the
husband took a baby bottle, some powdered milk, and a thermos of hot water
from his bag, and with a practiced hand began mixing milk for the boy.

(photo, caption: OCHIAI Emiko)
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An Inspiring Launch of the 21st Century Asia Program

Our program’s first international symposium, “Towards
Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public Spheres in 21st
Century Asia,” was held on October 25, in Kyoto University’s
Shiran Kaikan. This symposium was planned as a first step
toward building a network of researchers that will work on
common educational and research activities over the next
five years. Fortunately, we had more than 100 participants
including members from all of the program’s overseas part-
ners in Asia, Europe and North America, next-generation
researchers, and researchers from other institutions. We
were able to engage in discussions that made for a fitting
launch of the program. Kyoto University President, Prof.
Matsumoto Hiroshi, was kind enough to join us and offer
words of warm encouragement, telling us that the University
has high hopes for our Global COE.

After a summary explaining the Program, six papers which
provided examples of different analytical approaches from
various standpoints were presented.

Ochiai Emiko’s paper discussed how in various Asian soci-
eties four assumed actors — the state, the market, the fami-
ly, and the community — may serve as care providers. While
the weight of each differs from society to society, structures
emerge in which they tend to be mutually complementary.
While welfare-state theories are being reconsidered in
Europe and America, and there is a tendency to emphasize
the role of families as care providers in Asia, Ochiai’s paper
suggested that an approach using a “care mix” should be
possible.

Next we heard from Iwai Hachiro, who, citing the results of
an SSM survey data, explained how, along with the sharp
rise in non-formal employment, great changes are taking
place in women’s life-course in Japan. Labor markets and
human resources issues were examined from various angles
in the reports that followed. Kua Wongboonsin explained
how Asia needs new human resources development strate-
gies as its “demographic dividend” disappears. Both he and
Ito Peng suggested that public expenditure on education,
child-rearing and related fields should be given more impor-
tance and viewed positively as a social investment rather
than as welfare spending. Globalization was raised as topic in
Wako Asato’s paper on international female migration. He
pointed out that the use of foreign domestic workers
strengthens the trend of “familialization” of care. Mizuno
Noriko provided the last paper, which compared Japan’s fam-

ily law with those of Europe and China, and pointed out the
importance of comparative analyses of the diversity of legal
frameworks and social foundations.

While each of these six reports had its own point of view and
analytical framework, the papers tended to address many of
the common concerns and academic interests. The lively
atmosphere at the symposium left everyone more convinced
than ever of the significance and wealth of content of the new
research area, “Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public
Spheres.”

A roundtable on “The Aims of the Asian ERASMUS” was
held on the following day, October 26. The discussion con-
tinued on such subjects as implementing the Asian ERAS-
MUS Pilot Plan, research projects, and publishing activity.
We were able to confirm our commitment to close coopera-
tion over the next five years, and promised to meet again in
the near future.
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A Stimulating
Kick-Off Symposium

The first symposium of our Global COE project had much to
offer. I was a bit overwhelmed when I realized that, like
many other international symposia, we would have a series
of colourful yet substantial presentations delivered in a limit-
ed amount of time, which would leave us unable to ask all
the questions we wanted.

Nevertheless, there were several highlights. For example, I
took deep interest in the discussion stimulated by Wako
Asato’s criticism of state “familialization of care,” cost-cut-
ting policies making care the responsibility of families.
Light was shed on the need to refine this concept, as it was
pointed out that failing to recognize care given by families
as a benefit for society as a whole can be called “de-familial-
ization.”

Ito Peng’s thought on “how ideas and intentions affect sys-
tematic changes in social policy” seemed to show the chal-
lenges our Intimate Sphere/Public Sphere project will face;
we should clarify what would be at work mediating between
the creating agents of state policies and organic changes in
society brought about by human relations.

The next day, a round table discussion, “The Aims of the
Asian ERASMUS,” was attended by representatives of over-
seas partners as well as members of the Japan side.

Asian ERASMUS is a Kyoto University initiative inspired by
ERASMUS, a student exchange program set up by EU uni-
versities. Overseas partners from France, Finland, Sweden,
India, Nepal, Thailand, Taiwan, China and Korea described
their experiences, including difficulties encountered, start-
ing with the struggles they had with the European version.
They made it clear that difficulties such as providing for
exchanging credits between institutions would be faced
under a new multi-regional arrangement. However, their
spirits seemed high enough to transcend foreseeable barri-
ers. It was good to listen to professional researchers cum
educationists of diverse cultural backgrounds committing
themselves to pave the way for their version of globalization
for the sake of following generation.
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TOMA Shingo (Graduate Student, Graduate School of Letters)

An international student workshop, “Popular Visual Images
and the Intimate Sphere in East Asia and Southeast Asia”
began in Jakarta on November 3, 2008. This workshop,
which continued to meet on the next day, was conducted as
part of the joint research on “Visual Images and the Intimate
Sphere.” Eighty Indonesians and nine persons from Kyoto
University participated. Many in the audience were students
in the Japanese Language Department in the School of
Literature at Al Azhar University, a private university in the
Islamic education system.

A striking part of the content of the workshop was the inter-
est in so-called otaku culture, with a focus on comic books
and a certain type of animated films (manga and anime), and
I was surprised to see that many of the participants seemed
to have a good feeling about otaku culture. The Indonesian
otaku were truly deep into their activity. When I was shown
some of their original manga, it became apparent that
among their favorites were so-called adventure stories involv-
ing what they called bishojo (beautiful little girls) and “boys
love” — stories of love between pretty boys. I asked the stu-
dents about their thoughts on the apparent acceptance of
sexual expressions that one would expect a negative reaction
to in Islamic culture, which has an image of being very strict

about talk about sex. They indicated that, of course, people
couldn’t be open about it, but behind the scenes, they secret-
ly enjoyed it. This struck me as being quite a bit like what we
have with Japan’s porno industry.

I took this as Japan’s local otaku culture planting seeds in
another local area. A new otaku was growing and taking
shape in a different soil. This development on the front lines
of cultural transmission had value. What kinds of shoots will
spring up in this environment? That is a question of great
interest.

EfEFEE 7 -7 3 v 7 (International student workshop)
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Rebuilding the Intimate Sphere in Rural Communities

ENAMI Kenji (Graduate Student, Graduate School of Letters)

Against the background of the declining birthrate and an
aging population in Japan since the early 1990s, a great trans-
formation is occurring in rural communities faced with grave
issues such as dwindling employment and schools and med-
ical facilities closing. Residents are struggling to develop a
new vision of regional society.

The five members of our unit, Kenji ENAMI, Tetsuya ONO,
Chigusa NAKAGAWA, Yoshitaka ASADA, and Jiro MORITA,
have attempted to clarify the social changes occurring in
these societies by doing research into social transformation
and reconstruction of the intimate sphere in rural Japan. We
did field work in the Higashi-Kishu region in Mie prefecture,
studying specific areas such as farming, forestry, fishing,
tourism, and education, analyzing, not only family relation-
ships based on blood ties, but also the diversity of other inti-
mate ties and the process in which relationships are being
transformed. We have adopted two perspectives. The first is
that, rather than the conventional image of regional residents

06/ Intimate and Public News Letter Vol.1

as passive subjects, we view them as activists reconstructing
the intimate sphere. For example, in reaction to the problem
of closing public schools, local residents mounted a petition
campaign to keep schools open and have them serve as the
foundation for close ties in the community. Our second per-
spective is one that rejects the much-emphasized image of
rural communities as closed societies. Instead, we look at the
dynamic interrelationship they have with outside society (the
public sphere). For example, a study on Kumano Kodo, (the
pilgrimage road leading to grand shrines) becoming a
resource for tourism suggests that the intimate sphere in the
local community is being rebuilt amid constant interaction
with outsiders, particularly through contact with the media
and tourists.

In the future, we want to do comparative research in several
regions in East Asia, where conditions such as a rapidly
declining birthrate and an aging population are expected to
be much the same as those in Higashi-Kishu.
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A Magnet Field for Global Researchers

TSENG Yen-Fen (Professor, National Taiwan University)

As a sociologist from Taiwan, I am thrilled to be able to wit-
ness and take part in a new era in which East Asian sociolo-
gists have been working closer together in research, publish-
ing, and education. The Center of Excellence in Kyoto
University that launches the project on “Towards
Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public Spheres in 21st
Century Asia”exemplifies such new era.

Since most Taiwanese sociologists obtained their highest
degree in either European or North American countries, for
a very long time, to establish international links used to be
equivalent to network with European and North American
scholarly communities. However, in my part of the world,
there is an increasing awareness in the significance of the
comparative research on East Asian Societies. Comparative
research aims to construct concepts/theories and to sharpen
the lines of reasoning through a proper point of reference. A
rising interest of East Asian comparative research is in sight.
More and more East Asian scholars set eyes on previously

unexplored topics and collaborate cross-nationally on issues
such as stratification, science and technology, culture, gen-
der, family, and international migration, to name a few. This
new wave of comparative research, more comprehensive in
scope and more rooted in local society, builds a meaningful
platform for East Asian scholars to deepen their understand-
ing of the neighboring societies and to collectively construct
new theoretical paradigms in dialogue with those developed
from European and North American experiences.

Given the context of the increasing demand on cross-nation-
al collaborations, I indeed am very honored to become one of
the overseas participants of Global COE project in Kyoto
University. From activities and plans what I have learned and
taken part in, I think this Global COE project has become a
‘magnet field’ not only to attract research talents, especially
the young ones, but also to generate ‘electricity’ to provide
energy and synergy for scholars worldwide to share their
research and teaching expertise.
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Filipino and Japanese

Intimate Spheres as Opposite

KUSAKA Wataru (COE Researcher)

I major on political science and I've been doing field surveys
in the Philippines. My doctoral dissertation, a work in
progress, is on the effects that class divisions in the public
sphere have on democracy in the Philippines.

‘While my studies have been on political subjects, the people
I interview in the field often tell me more about their person-
al experiences and their families than they do about politics.
Also, using the Tagalog I've learned, I frequently end up
mediating between Filipino-Japanese couples and doing
interpreting and translation work in trials. So, as I continue
my research in the public sphere, I have continually been up
to my ears in problems in the intimate sphere.

That’s why I'm pleased to have been given the opportunity at
this GCOE to take up intimate-sphere subjects that have
been on my mind for many years. My basic interest is in
the transformations taking place in the intimate spheres in
Japan and in the Philippines. In the latter country, poverty
looms as a force causing the breakup of families and emigra-
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Sides of a Coin

tion. On the other hand, in Japan, we find foreign women
playing important roles in areas related to issues such as
marriage and care for the elderly. We have a diaspora affect-
ing the Filipino intimate sphere and Japanese intimate
sphere becoming increasingly multicultural. These intertwin-
ing issues can be analyzed like two sides of a coin.

I intend to, first of all, grasp the process in which internation-
al migration is becoming necessary to support and repro-
duce intimate spheres in both societies. Second, I would like
to clarify how different social groups have experienced trans-
formations in the intimate sphere. Third, I will focus on prac-
tices to resolve problems arising from these transformations.
I would also attempt to analyze such practice into steps that
can be taken within the intimate sphere, and those that can
be taken in the public sphere, through state measures. Then,
I would try to clarify the possibilities and the issues involved
in each form of practice.

10 Fimk

Bl L AHRBE OB E V2 MR OER L AR5
RLHLBEIZA S LELEDL ) BRFNANDOERNE
Wk, BHEIZIZEZ SNV,

I—u vy XiZBnTik, EREEEE [EEb] Lz s
b s, R [T ZftEsE (7407 - 7IUTA),
ZFINES THED R 254 LT 17 A5t Lz,

[Fhaw] ik TREZEED LAEHBET ] LEHRS
NEHN, ZOF#IE. FHE LMy, Lads TRk
BRRGE 20, BHICHICH I B Tonb I Liihb L
WY (T =L —), vYT - I—RF [FR] &wn
IBEEIE. 4G THARE ] O72o0iEE %2 [57] v
e oL, ATHICT220IEbNES ) [H
] O7ZOOWEENEX, [ T7TXFVTF 4] 59 X912,
HHAL SN THRYIZL L LT bt v,

1970 4EACLLRE D [R5 FENEAR]) (&, T —1 v 8B L ULk
WMot E [HEmL] Lz L2L7 V7Tl THRER
1] & TEFEE] oMK T S ML Y RPEFEBHSEZ 5 Tw
% (Ochiai and Molony)o F 724VEIARI57M0% ORI AR
WoTWDY, AHIZEWELL-LOREMbL, I—ARICE
AL TERL] SNTVBI LB DEDEDL ) o /83— M2
EOIEERERED T 72,

Housewifization

OCHIAI Emiko (COE Program leader)

Probably almost everyone thinks the question of transform-
ing gender roles is inseparable from the idea of reconstruc-
tion of the intimate and public spheres. However, what direc-
tion will such change take?

We can say that, in Europe, a process of “housewifization”
took place as modernity developed. Modernity meant the
creation of the “child” (Philippe Ariés), along with the full-
time “mother” and “housewife.”

“Housewife” is defined as a woman who does housework or
directs it. Serving as a housewife is not regarded as a real
occupation and accordingly it is accompanied with economic
dependence. Also there is the idea that the role is something
to be allocated to women (Ann Oakley). Maria Mies holds
that the concept of “housewife” was coined to exclude from
the concept of “labor” the kind of work related to “reproduc-
tion” of life. In other words the concept was created in order
to make this work invisible. As indicated by recognition of a
“care penalty” in our market society, even if a market is cre-
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Reference: Emiko Ochiai and Barbara Molony, Asia’s New

Mothers: Crafting Gender Roles and Childcare Networks

in East and Southeast Asian Societies, Folkestone: Global

Oriental, 2008.
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(Women’s Labor Force Participation by Age in Asia)

ated for activity directed as “reproduction,” payment for it is
set at an unfairly low level.

From the 1970s on, in the period of “high modernity”,
women were “de-housewived” — no longer viewed as prima-
rily to serve as housewives — in European and North
American areas. In Asia, however, opposite trends, “de-
housewifization” and “housewifization,” occurred simultane-
ously. (Ochiai and Molony) Also, while the hiring of foreign
women to do housework has spread, the pay for this work is
so unfairly low that this practice can be seen as another form
of “housewifization” in Mies's sense. Part-time or irregular
employment of women can be seen in the same light.
Depending on the context, the concept of “housewifization”
means (D decrease in women’s labor force participation rates
in formal labor statistics, @ making reproductive labor invisi-
ble, and @ an excessively low valuation of women'’s labor.
However, these ideas are interrelated, and their interplay has
made the situation in Asia more and more complex.
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Activity Report

June
18 First GCOE meeting

July
3 GCOE briefing
Temporary website open
4 Recruitment of JSPS Research Fellowships for Young Scientists
10 Recruitment of supported attendants to ISA Forum of Sociology
18 Next-Generation Research, International Joint Research, Assistant
Prof. and Researcher recruitment
28 Individual interviews for Next-Generation Research

August
4 Visit of the Director of Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul
National University
5 UN project meeting
Visit to Seoul National University (Korea)
12 Next-Generatoin research orientation
Visit to Thammasat University (Thailand)

[e)

September

5 ISA Forum trends survey (Barcelona, to the 8th)

8 Recruitment for Gender Equality Survey in Kyoto University
15 Book launch seminar (London)
24 ISA Forum trends survey report meeting

October
1 Appointment of Associate Professor (1), Assistant Professors (2),
Researcher (1)
Arrival of JSPS doctoral research student (Viet Nam)
6 International Workshop on Regional Change and Social Policy
based on unifying economy (to Dec. 12, 9 times)
9 Regular meeting on “Visual Images and the Intimate Sphere”
16 Appointment of Associate Professor (1), Assistant Professors (2),
Researchers (3)
UN project interim reporting (Geneva, to 17th)
23 1st Program Seminar
24  Kick-Off Symposium preparation meeting
25 Kick-Off Symposium (to the 26th)
30 Lecture by Prof. Karl Ulrich Mayer

November
3 International Student Workshop, “Popular Visual Images and the
Intimate Sphere in East and South-East Asia” (Jakarta, to the 4th)
4 Appointment of ERASMUS reseachers (Korea)
19 Lecture by Prof. Erkki Huhtamo

December
1 Appointment of Researcher (1)

13 International Symposium, “The Tale of Geniji in a Global Perspective”
(to the 14th)
Symposium, “Images of the Intimate Sphere Seen in Modern Asian
Art”

15 Center for Women Researchers Symposium

17 Public lecture by Kan Sanjun

20 International Forum on Women’s’ Empowerment (to the 21st)
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Schedule of January

(January)
6  Appointment of ERASMUS professor (Korea)
8 Appointment of ERASMUS researcher (France)
8-10 IRCJS-GCOE Joint Symposium
11-12  Next-Generation Global Workshop
12-13  University Education Reform Program Joint Forum

Notices

<{>IRCJS-GCOE Joint Symposium

GCOE will jointly host the International Research Conference to be held
January 8-10 (Thur-Sat) at the International Research Center for
Japanese Studies. The conference theme will be “The Asian Gender
Under Construction: Global Reconfiguration of Human Reproduction.”
On Jan. 10 (14:30-17:00), a Public Symposium on the theme “Whither
the Asian Woman?” will be held.

< Next-Generation Global Workshop

The Next-Generation Global Workshop will be held January 11-12 (Sun-
Mon). Part of the Asian ERASMUS Pilot Program, the Workshop will
include reports delivered by 28 persons from Japan, 26 persons from
China, Korea, India, Nepal, Taiwan, Thailand, Canada, Finland, France
and Sweden.

---------------- (Note from editor) ===============

Half a year has passed since the Global COE work started. To date, two
associate professors, four assistant professors, and five researchers
have arrived, and the Global COE system is pretty well in place. The
successful Kick-Off International Symposium we cover in this issue of
the newsletter adds impetus to our future activities. Our international
joint research, Next-Generation Unit, and Next-Generation research
work are all under way. And with exchange students from the Asian
ERASMUS Pilot Program beginning to join us, we have the feeling that
global development of human resources has begun.

Kyoto University Global COE Program for
__ Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public ___
Spheres in 21st Century Asia

Graduate School of Letters,Kyoto University,
Yoshida Honmachi,Sakyo-ku,Kyoto,606-8501,Japan
Tel: 81-75-753-2734 Fax: 81-75-753-2772

Email: intimacy@socio.kyoto-u.ac.jp

URL: http://www.gcoe-intimacy.jp/
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