
Chujia (renouncing home), zaijia (being home), 

huijia (returning home):

family complex and Chinese religiosities

Contrary to the long established view among anthropologists that tends
to perceive Chinese religiosities as symbolic representations of either
the State or the economy, the presenter aims to argue in this seminar
that the really decisive obsession of Chinese religiosities is with jia
(family/home). The lecture will begin with a summarized history of the
process in which the three archetypes of religiosity – chujia, zaijia, and
huijia – coming into exist in Chinese culture. Having set the
background, the speaker will then analyze how the comprehensive
change happened to Chinese society during the recent three decades
has profoundly changed the form and role of Chinese family and thus
reshaped the three archetypes of Chinese religiosities. In conclusion,
the speaker suggests that, as the obsession with family/home gradually
fades away, the old archetypes of Chinese religiosities will be replaced
by some newly invented, individual-oriented and/or community-
oriented ones.
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