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A Magnet Field for Global Researchers 

 
As a sociologist from Taiwan, I am thrilled to be able to witness and take part in 

a new era in which East Asian sociologists have been working closer together in 
research, publishing, and education. The Center of Excellence in Kyoto University 
that launches the project on “Towards Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public 
Spheres in 21st Century Asia” exemplifies such new era.

Since most Taiwanese sociologists obtained their highest degree in either 
European or North American countries, for a very long time, to establish international links used to be
equivalent to network with European and North American scholarly communities. However, in my part of 
the world, there is an increasing awareness in the significance of the comparative research on East Asian 
Societies. Comparative research aims to construct concepts/theories and to sharpen the lines of reasoning 
through a proper point of reference. A rising interest of East Asian comparative research is in sight. More 
and more East Asian scholars set eyes on previously unexplored topics and collaborate cross-nationally on 
issues such as stratification, science and technology, culture, gender, family, and international migration, to 
name a few. This new wave of comparative research, more comprehensive in scope and more rooted in 
local society, builds a meaningful platform for East Asian scholars to deepen their understanding of the 
neighboring societies and to collectively construct new theoretical paradigms in dialogue with those 
developed from European and North American experiences.

Given the context of the increasing demand on cross-national collaborations, I indeed am very honored 
to become one of the overseas participants of Global COE project in Kyoto University. From activities and 
plans what I have learned and taken part in, I think this Global COE project has become a ‘magnet field’ 
not only to attract research talents, especially the young ones, but also to generate ‘electricity’ to provide
energy and synergy for scholars worldwide to share their research and teaching expertise.

                                            (Newsletter Vol. 1 )

Remarkable Contribution to Globalized Communication

It was a great pleasure to attend the conference, junior scholar workshop, and 
meetings with the faculty of Kyoto University in January. The conference on
intimacy, organized and held by Kyoto University and Nichibunken, was one of 
the best conferences I have ever attended. Presentations by East Asian scholars 
were all first-rate scholarly works. I must confess that I was extremely stimulated 

and challenged by the work of my colleagues at the conference. It was amazing how the organizers could 
find such great and challenging works within a very short time period. Another important thing was that 
they made efforts to communicate with ordinary people by giving public lectures via a public forum at the 
end of the conference. Sharing professional knowledge with the general public becomes more significant 
in a knowledge-based society, so the attempt as such was very valuable.

After the three-day conference, the next generation scholars came together and exchanged their 
research findings at the junior scholar workshop. Their research still needs more time to reach maturity. 
But the workshop was very significant in several ways. The participants had a chance to exchange their
research in English in a formal meeting, letting their colleagues know what research they do in the East 
and West. Besides, it was the first time for most of them to have played the role of presider, discussant, or 
presenter in such a formal workshop. All workshop sessions were carried out by junior researchers without 
any assistance from senior scholars. So the success of the workshop should be attributed to their own
efforts. All of the participants deserve to be proud of themselves for the success of the workshop. The most
important thing is that the participants had a chance to construct their own network encompassing junior
scholars from East and West.

I am sure that GCOE program at Kyoto University will be recognized very soon for its remarkable 
contribution to globalized communications and the exchange of East and West scholarly works on 
intimacy in the public and private spheres. (Newsletter Vol. 2 )
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