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Representation and Practice of Subsistence in the Interaction with the Public Sphere 
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A Case Study on the Mixture of Intimate and Public Spheres in Modern Welfare State: 

The Resettlement Support for Foreign Labour and the Role of Women’s Group  

in Post-War Britain 
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Resettlement: British Immigration Policy and the Role of Women’s Groups during the Attlee Years 

(1945-51)



 
 

Housework Substitutability by Non-Family Member at Home: 

How Do Japanese Housewives in Philippines Turn to Rely on Their Maids? 
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A Study on the Construction of Intimacy between Differing Cultures 
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“The Integration of Migrants into Multicultural Societies as Seen through Visual Investigation”
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Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research

Karl Ulrich Mayer
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“Delaying Parenthood in East and West Germany: The Role of Education, and Social Class for 

Women of the Birth Cohort of 1971”
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Global Partnership to Tackle Human Trafficking
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1

Toshimitsu Shinkawa (Kyoto University) Welfare Regime Change in Japan

2

Yeon-Myung Kim (Chung-Ang University) Welfare Regime Change in Korea

3

Jean-Der Lue (National Chungchen University) Welfare Regime Change in Taiwan

Panel Discussion: Where are Asian welfare regimes headed 
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Chun, Chin-Sung

“Social Quality as a New Vision for Social Development”
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Social Quality survey 

About Professor Chinsung Chung and Her Seminar

My name is Chinsung Chung, Sociology professor of Seoul National University. I have been 

working for the United Nations Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

and now am a Member of the UN Human Rights Council Advisory Committee. I am also a director 

of the Institute for Social Development and Policy Research (ISDPR) at SNU. 

My major is sociology of human rights, and I have written papers on the issues of Military Sexual 

Slavery, Korean minority in Japan, foreign brides in Korea coming from Southeast Asia, civilian 

massacre during Korean War, and so on from the human rights perspective.  

I also have been involved in the research project on Social Quality (SQ) since 2007, in which 

human rights are one major part. The ISDPR got the research fund from Korea Research Foundation 

for 9-year project on SQ in 2007, and I became to be able to work with several prominent scholars 

and research assistants. The conceptual framework of SQ was initiated by European scholars who 

viewed the necessity of recovery of "the social", and the new framework of social development 

which goes beyond economic growth and political democratization. The major constitutional factors 

of SQ, they made, are socio-economic security, cohesion, inclusion and empowerment. European 

Foundation of SQ was established at the 

end of the 1990s, and Asian social 

scientists began to pay attention on SQ 

since the middle of the 2000. The 

ISDPR fell into this international 

network which has been in the process 

of formation. The ISDPR conducted 

national surveys with SQ framework in 

2007 and 2008. Taiwanese team 

conducted a national survey with the same questionnaire of ISDPR's 2007 survey, and we are now 

doing comparative analysis. In 2009 more than 9 countries will be involved in the joint survey with 

same questionnaire, and the ISDPR is preparing the questionnaire and the international conference 

for discussion on this survey. 

I would like to introduce the ISDPR, and the research on SQ at the seminar. 

Thank you. 

                      Chinsung 
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      Lee, Sam-Sik (Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

“ Low Fertility and Policy Responses in Korea”

      Lee, Meilin (Asia Univ) 

“Transition to Below Replacement Fertility and Policy Response in Taiwan”
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Minutes of the Roundtable on Goals of Asian ERASMUS
26/10/2008 

Noted by Kaoru Aoyama 
Morning (Facilitator: Prof. Matsuda)

1. Direction of Discussion 
2. What Can We Do about Asian ERASMUS project 

i. Cooperation 
ii. Education 

iii. Research 
iv. Publication 

3. ERASMUS in Europe (Prof. Françoise Oliver-Utard) 
i. Content and Gains 

� European ERASMS is now in its 2nd turn 
Pillar 1: Bologna Agenda (2003-2008) 
Pillar 2: Lisbon Agenda (from 2008: submitted to the European Parliament) 

� Objective: To construct Europe through higher education with common curricula, 
though not in all countries 

� Structure: 
Mobility of students & professors within the EU then to the world 
Fellowships to go to preferred countries 
Selected by specialists 
Emphasis on teaching (more research orientation in the US context) 

ii. Problems in the 1st turn 
� Only 10 % success rates of application (several thousand studied via ERAMUS while 

10 times more students applied) 
� Bureaucracy in procedure 
� Master programs fell short 
� Biased towards natural science 

iii. The 2nd turn 
� Emphases on: 

Open to doctor programs 
Science 
Innovation 
Sustainable Development 
Social Science inc. family studies 

� Detail: 
150 masters and 35 doctorates programs planned 
6-7 selected fellowships per one program (21000 Euros per student for 3 years) 



 
 

iv. Lessens for Asia: Selection, Bureaucracy and Language
� General 

Research should be put forward 
Political issues should not affect the selection 
The selecting ‘experts’ are not always appropriate (10 % success rate is too low)
Decision making should not take too long (sometimes took 24 months!) 

Private and public universities with different levels/values linked to the same 
European credit 
How to sustain students’ study after the funds expire?

�Specific 
Difficulties to set the common grants’ conditions, eligibility (e.g. nationality), fees, 
recognition of diplomas and/or joint degrees, curricula 
Language barrier (e.g. English as a common language not having some local 
concepts) 
Exchange as a net becomes only bilateral 
Difference in cultural attitude towards research, publication, method and/or 
collaboration 
Confusing to students; depending on who (which supervisors) have good information 
in good timing 
� Need of common bibliography in areas of specialité, course, mentoring 

possibility, etc. 
� ‘Erasmus’ is European, you should name the project after an Asian philosopher!

v. Q and A, and comments 
� What was the specific political effect in selection? 

� European Commission wanted to have particular research and results 
� University/bilateral base is more welcome because of less bureaucracy (Finland and 

Sweden) 
� Language barrier prevents equal amount of student exchange, esp. on undergrad and 

MA levels (Sweden) 
� Is there any experience for long term PhD exchange in social science? 

� 4-5 days organizing a conference with 6 students each between Stockholm and 
Oxford 

� If there is one overseas student in a course, Stockholm teaches it in English. 
� For doctor students, other funding for mobility can be found (Finland) 
� Asian Scholarship Foundation (name?) in Bangkok (non-governmental inter-uni. 

agreement), running for 10 years, offers grants for exchange between Asian countries 
except South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan (due to high cost of fees and 
living). 



 
 

4. Asian Experiences of Exchange 
i. Content, Gains and Problems 

� Nepal: 
Established centre for international relations 
Administrative matters (e.g. visa application), academic matters (e.g. arranging 
PhD supervision) and PR (e.g. distributing brochure) successful 

� Taiwan: 
Academia Sinica (research only institution) introduced founding to overseas 
students on individual basis 
National Taiwan Uni. receives many Finish students 

� Thailand: 
Strong Asia link and Euro-Asia link already exist in collaboration in making 
Master/PhD programs 
ASEM-Europe life-long learning project 
Institutional power relations do not make sense; better to organize exchange via 
individual arrangement 

� China: 
Bilateral exchange programs working for short period, suitable for collecting 
research material/fieldwork 
Well funded by the Chinese gov. and Japanese MoFA 

� Korea: 
SNU has 15 faculties and institutes having international exchanges, conducting e.g. 
9-year comparative study of quality of life. 
If in 2 years, suited to hold conferences 
If in 5 years, common research agenda should be sought, e.g. effect of imperialism, 
post-colonial representations, etc. 
Many short time (less than a year to 1 month) students don’t have problems

� India: 
Numbers of bilateral agreements succeeded, e.g. with Korean and Japanese unis. 
Hopeful for exchanging credits too 
Need someone personifying a program in order to manage the agreement 
Indian Gov. funds many scholarships 
1-2 scholars a year to teach in MA courses 

� Others: 
Toronto and London succeeded with MoU agreements 
Non-bureaucratic/negotiating formality/ institutional capacity necessary for e.g. 
housing and health insurance for students 
While individual support is necessary 
Credit exchange excluding thesis based PhD will be a tough negotiation 
Double degree would be necessary 



 
 

5. ERASMUS for students and researchers 
i. Explanation according to handouts from Prof. Ochiai 

Graduate School of Letters will be the official recipient due to administrative reasons 
but they can study in other Schools, etc. 

ii. Q and A, and comments 
� Can invitation to other country be supported by Kyoto? 

� Basically Kyoto only but for short trip e.g. for conference can be included. 
� Between different Overseas Partners can be though about in future 

� What is the main objective? It defines the duration. 
� Research and study = more than 3 months to 12 months (for PhD) 

� Housing and health insurance? 
� Housing is arranged even when university accommodation is not enough. 

Insurance needs to be checked. 
� Any research topic? 

� Students can continue their own interests. Lists of available courses/mentors of 
each partner will be prepared.

� The intimate/public spheres should go beyond family studies. 
� Theory/analyses framework should be discussed 
� The title is to invite a wide range of participants interested in society at all 

6. ERASMUS for teaching staff 
i. Explanation by Prof. Ochiai (e.g. if members of partners are few we accept those from 

other institutions) 

ii. Q and A, and comments 
Why 2 weeks to 3 months? 
Administrative reasons 
This is ambitious program; how can the aim be achieved within 5 years? Need to consider 
after the 5 year’s project
We all have too many agreements already; to accommodate competing/similar programs 
will be difficult 
Our focus is on the Asian public and private spheres, not overlapping with other general 
programs. 



 
 

Afternoon (Facilitator: Prof. Oshikawa) 

1. Next Generation Global Workshop 
i. Explanation according to handouts by Dr. Asato (e.g. once a year for 5 year for research 

network by young scholars, students’ initiative will be respected fully) 

ii. A framework suggestion and examples of presentation topics by Mr. Hirata, the 
representative of doctorate students, Kyoto Uni. 
� 2-day organized as in: 

1st day for presentations divided into 3-4 groups allocated by the organizers 
The chairs of all groups discuss and decide the key related topic for the 2nd day after 
the 1st sessions 
Participants chose topic 
2nd day for the chosen topic discussion (3-4 groups different from the 1st sessions) 

iii. Sharing ideas for common research topics (to be condensed to around 4-5) (as applying for 
this fiscal year is still possible) 
� (from Viet Num): Academies of economy, law, gender/family, sociology deals with 

migration, sexuality, marriage, parents/children, life course, divorce, etc. still lacking 
research issues can be approached via comparative studies re. economic changes in 
global context 

� Demographic move and labour in the new global context in Asia-Pacific 
� Notion of how ideas such as ‘social investment’ mean to gender analyses
� Understanding the role of the market 
� Comparison of micro and macro data with shared concepts/variables 
� Effects of one-child in a family on society, kinship, elderly care, networking in 

comparison 
� Housewives new problems 
� Expanding the notion of intimacy 
� Establishment of family law/judicial process of family dispute in comparison: under 

colonial rules, post-colonial changes, in relation to civil society and women’s 
movement 

� Marriage (as business, transfer of resources and culture) in globalization re. sexwork, 
migration, trafficking 

� Notion of community investigated 
� Child-care and women’s network
� Women’s vocational training
� How new technology affects life and the labour market, re. changing barriers and 

borders of different spheres in comparative Asian contexts 
� Marriage and migration in comparison to Western occurrences 
� Variations of overseas house-workers (e.g. feasibility, state pressure, culture of not 

letting others be in one’s house as in Japan)
� Social investment v.s. personal investment 



 
 

� Meaning of family network (c.f. care diamond) 

iv. Approach: 
� How to accumulate our data base 
� Use of censuses and existing surveys 
� Separate our discussion into: themes/topics; methods; and resource allocation 
� Grouping of the themes: Marriage; Social Investment; Migration; Care and Support; 

Clarification of Concepts 
� Sharing discussion/outcomes via website 

� Secretariat will prepare information inc. funding procedure 

v. Editing the Readings: The aim is to translate existing literatures directly into English, 
Chinese, Japanese, and other possible languages 
� Topics of research can be the topics of readings 
� Prof. Ochiai will be the editor of the Japanese version 
�

The discussion will be continued. 
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“Asian Gender under Construction: Global Reconfiguration of Human Reproduction”

KHUAT Thu Hong and LE Bach Duong (Institute for Social Development Studies) 

As the first decade of the 21st century - the Asian Pacific century - draws to a close, the 

Symposium offered a unique and timely platform for academics in the region to share their thoughts 

on an issue of utmost importance: the global reconfiguration of Asian gender. Gender is indeed 

among a few central domains where “modernity” and “tradition”, “structure” and “agency” contest 

each other and themselves most intensively.  

At the Symposium, papers and discussions provided a wide spectrum of insights and thoughts on 

transforming forms of gender construction embedded in, or reflected through, regional

unprecedented trends, such as transnational migration for work and marriage, commercialization of 

sex, domestic and care work, etc. In combination, these scholarly works have established the needed 

holistic and interrelated frameworks for a comprehensive understanding of critical gender issues. For 

example, while the anatomy of migration regimes unveiled their exploitative nature, a focus on the 

human agency explained Vietnamese migrants’ transformative potential for gender equity. It was 

also the agency applied in “everyday resistance” that helped migrant domestic workers in Singapore 

to protect themselves from labor abuse. Another approach reminds us that culture constitutes 

powerful ways for people to understand and conduct care work across space and time. In return, 

gender constructs help explain the constitution of certain structures: for instance, international 

marriage in Korea has motivated a shift towards a 'multicultural society; or female images were 

widely used to promote consumerism in China under Japanese colonial rule.  

There are however questions whose answers remain to be found. Probably the most fundamental 

ones are: Can we have enough confidence to discuss a distinctive Asian gender, or does what we 

observed also represent structures beyond the region? How does the process of gender reconstruction 

affect other social and political domains? Is there a convergence of trends towards more gender 

equity in the region, and if so, what are the forces behind it? In this sense, an event like this 

Symposium is so valuable for our scholarly inquiries into such important questions. Newsletter Vol. 2



 
 

IRCJS-GCOE Joint Symposium Program

The Asian Gender under Construction: Global Reconfiguration of Human Reproduction 
Thursday, January 8 

Session 1: Opening Session Chair: OCHIAI Emiko (Kyoto University / Nichibunken) 
Greetings from SHIRAHATA Yozaburo (Nichibunken Senior Research Coodinator), & INOUE Shoichi 
(Symposium organizer, Nichibunken) 
“The Aims of Conference: Questions of Asia” by OCHIAI Emiko
Session 2: Global Intimacy Chair: KAMOTO Itsuko (Kyoto Women’s University)
Danièle BELANGER (The University of West Ontario), KHUAT Thu Hong, LE Bach Duongand, &
TRAN Giang Linh (Institute for Social Development Studies) “From Farmers' Daughters to Foreign 
Wives”
HAO Hongfang (Sankei Engineering) “Agencies and Conflicts of Chinese Wives of Japanese Men 
through Brokered Marriages”
AOYAMA Kaoru (Kyoto University) “Migrant Sex Workers from Modernization to Globalization”
Discussion: EUN Ki-Soo (Seoul National University) & all participants 
Session 3: Bridging People Chair: TAKEZAWA Yasuko (Kyoto University) 
Bridget LEW (HOME) and Rahayu GABRELLE (SMS) “Bridging People? Shelters for Domestic 
Workers in Singapore and Indonesia”
UENO Kayoko (Tokushima University) “Strategies of Resistance: Migrant Domestic Workers in 
Singapore”
LAN Pei-Chia (National Taiwan University) “The Cultures of Carework, Carework across Cultures”
Discussion: Than Than AUNG (Nagoya University) & all participants 

Friday, January 9 
Session 4: Women in Asian Modernity Chair: MIYASAKA Yasuko (Nara University) 
SUH Ji Young (Korea University) “Troubles of New Women in the Early Modern Korea”
WU Yongmei (The Beijing center for Japanese Studies, Beijing Foreign Study University) “Selling 
Modernism”
YAMANE Mari (Aichi University of Education) “From the Results of Asian Life Course Project 
(provisional title)”
Discussion: Thanes WONGYANNAVA (Thammasat University) & all participants 
Session 5: Housework and Housewives Chair: SECHIYAMA Kaku (The University of Tokyo) 
NAKATANI Ayami (Okayama University) “The Culture of Housework”
OSHIKAWA Fumiko (Kyoto University) “The factors behind working wives: family strategy of Indian 
urban middle class”
KHUAT Thu Hong and LE Bach Duong (Institute for Social Development Studies) “Doing Housework: 
Women Lack Time, Men Lack Motivation”
ZHENG Yang (Harbin Normal University) “Various Life Choices of Housewives in Changing China”
Discussion: MURAKAMI Kaoru (The Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO) & all participants 

Saturday, January 10 
Session6: Policy Frameworks Chair: ISHII Masako (Osaka University) 
Ito PENG (University of Toronto) “Social Policy Aspects of Changing Family and Gender Roles in South 
Korea: implications for other countries in East Asia”
LEE Hye-Kyung (PaiChai University) “The Role of Multicultural Families in South Korean Immigration 
Policy”
KAWANO Eiji (Kyoto University) “Toward the Framework of Integration Policy in the Asian Context”
Discussion: HIMEOKA Toshiko (University of Tsukuba) & all participants 
Public Symposium: Whither the Asian Woman? 
OCHIAI Emiko (Chair), WU Yongmei (The Beijing center for Japanese Studies Beijing Foreign Study 
University), ASATO Wako (Kyoto University), LAN Pei-Chia (National Taiwan University), KHUAT 
Thu Hong (Institute for Social Development Studies), Bridget LEW (Humanitarin Organization for 
Migration Economics, Singapore), Ito PENG (University of Toronto), LEE Hyekyung (PaiChai 
University) 
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Well-being of Researcher: A Psychological Assessment of the Influence of Human Relationship 

in and out of Laboratory on Research Performance and Mental Health 
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The Support of the Female Doctors in Kyoto University Hospital 
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Recommendations on Childcare Support in Kyoto University: 

From International Comparison Point of View 
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The Research on Gender Inequality of Promotion in the Employees in Kyoto University:

For Better Work-Life Balance and Gender Equality 
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“Towards the Future of Research and Education Created by Women Researchers”
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13:30

Women Researcher's Issues and Prospect in the Future:

Through the "Multi Career Path Support" Projects 

14:10 1 Prof. Annina Chiarloni (The University of Torino)

Prof. Franca Balsamo (The University of Torino)

              Prof. Angela Miles (University of Toronto)

              “Women Researchers Conditions in Various Foreign Countries”
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“Role of Center for Women Researchers in Kyoto University”
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