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Doctoral Studies at University of Jyviskyli in August
Pekka KORHONEN (Professor, UnlverSIty of Jyvaskyla)

The autumn semester in University of Jyviskyld starts officially in
September, but doctoral courses are increasingly started already in August. The
whole circus of bachelor and master education is nowadays so time consuming
that there is little time for doctoral students in September. In August the weather
is still warm and nice, and 2-5 day doctoral courses are often held somewhere
near the nature, such as the biological research station of the university, with a
sauna by the side of the lake. The main item in doctoral courses is always
seminars, where papers of students are discussed and commented upon, with a |
view of potential publication in academic journals.

Another item is lectures by more advanced members of the academic community, usually on topics
of theory and linguistic methodologies for social sciences. In most countries in Eurasia universities are
closed in August and September, so professors from abroad have time to travel to participate in our
kinds of seminars. Our students are educated as members of the global academic community, so that
their intellectual outlook and linguistic skills do not develop in a too parochial manner. The language
used during these courses is normally English, the contemporary lingua mondiale, both because of the
foreign visitors, and because our own student and teacher body consists of people from various
nationalities.

In September doctoral students concentrate on their own research, or participate in international
conferences, which abound during that month all over the world. This is what we understand by
doctoral studies: research, presenting papers in front of various audiences, publishing articles, and
gradually constructing the dissertation on that basis.

(Newsletter Vol. 3 & 1)

Asian ERASMUS Pilot Program: Regional Cooperation in Human Capitalization
Patcharawalai WONGBOONSIN (Professor, Chulalongkorn University)

I was appointed as an ERASMUS Professor from Thailand to take part in the
Kyoto University Global COE “Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public
Spheres in the 21st Century” Asian ERASMUS Pilot Program for the teaching
staff from Overseas Partners Institutions from 15 April to 21 May, 2009.

At the Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University, I was giving a series of
lecture course entitled “Demographic Dividend and the Future of Asia.” The
topic was considered timely not only for Asia, but for Japan to capitalize on
socio-economic and political opportunities provided by the changing
demographic structure as well as to pave the way for appropriate approach to
deal with challenges in the 21st Century.

The course encouraged the Japanese students at Kyoto University to think of such opportunities and
challenges from the perspective of the nexus between demographic change and economic growth in
Asia, against the backdrop of the notion that Japan is facing depopulation. The course highlighted that
there are two phases of demographic dividend. Besides the conceptual framework and the conditions
for the first and second demographic dividends, the course touched upon the trend of demographic,
economic and human development in ASEAN, East Asia, and certain Western countries. It also
emphasized on the notion of transnational mobility of human resources, human competence and ageing
with dignity to pave the way for appropriate and key strategies for the first and second demographic
dividends in the 21st century. Case studies from within and outside the region are provided.

In the meantime, I was also given an opportunity to deliver a seminar on “Migrant Children and
Youth Workers in Thailand” on May 8, 2009 to approximately 30 participants from within and outside
Kyoto University. I consider that this seminar extended further an opportunity for the students at Kyoto
University to learn and to share experiences with scholars from within and outside the campus.

(Newsletter Vol. 4 £ 1)
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