Comments from overseas partners (@Business Meeting, Nov.24, 2009)
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Ki-Soo Eun (Seoul National University)

1. Very good Next-Generation Workshop. Quality of articles presented by doctoral
students has been improved a lot. Commentators also played wonderful roles.

2. Keynote speech in the symposium on 234 was very good. It will be much better if
there is also a keynote speech in the workshop. A well prepared lecture will be good

for all participating junior researchers.
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Yen-Fen Tseng (National Taiwan University)

GCOE program has contributed for exchanges and productions in academic endeavors:

1. To have a journal launched that specializes on a very new research interest.

2. GCOE is a very efficient way of putting Japan in the leading academic map. I think
as compared to other government funding on internationalizing research and

education, this GCOE is one of the best models.
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Nguyen Huu Minh (Institute for Family and Gender Studies)

The GCOE program has very important contribution to our academic development in
the following aspects.

*Young researchers have opportunities to write papers, to discuss with their peers and
to learn from senior academics’ experiences on that topic.

*We can learn better from experiences of other countries and expand our network on the
topics we concern. In this workshop I myself have made many contacts with other

scholars; this is very helpful for me and my institute.

Nguyen Huu Minh (X b F 242 8“2F%  Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences)
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Patcharawalai Wongboonsin (Chulalongkorn University)

This GCOE program has significantly contributed to concrete socialization of knowledge
across disciplines, cultures, and generations. Capacity-building in education and
research is an outcome. This is based on what I learnt from my students and other
next-generation participants who after attending the workshop have become eager to

return to their dissertations to make it better, methodologically and analytically.
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Brij Tankha (Delhi University)
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The GCOE symposium and Next-Generation workshop were both well organized.

The focus on family contributed to a greater depth in the discussions that followed the
presentations. The conferences revealed that despite ‘globalization’ we shall need to
engage in greater intellectual dialogue as there are areas where even scholars are
unfamiliar with the basic conditions. In building links within the Asian region, greater
knowledge of each other is vital.

I think such a project plays a vital role in building the basis of greater interaction and in
creating regional methods of knowledge. These networks will ultimately form the basis

of a perhaps more cohesive region.

Brij Tankha #i4% (5 U —K% Delhi University)
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Rajni Palriwala (University of Delhi)

I would have liked more opportunities to hold conversations with young scholars outside
the formal sessions. One possible way to do this is by making available the research
outlines of those young scholars, who are ready for this, to those senior scholars who are
prepared to read them.

The exchange among young scholars is also very important and can be encouraged if
possible, with a few selected participants to spend time beyond the workshop (e.g. after
the workshop) in Kyoto or in any of the partner institutions.

My students who have presented have also expressed how much they learned of other

Asian countries, how it helped in their work and the confidence they gained.
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Tuula Juvonen (University of Jyviskyld)

GCOE program is immense significance with regard to educating us about the
differences in communities of Asian countries.

The focused symposia provided excellent papers which will inspire and affect future
research. Seeing books and journals published in different countries is very interesting

and important.
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Carl le Grand (Stockholm University)

I know from what the young researchers at my department have told me that the
opportunity to meet colleagues from other countries and cultures has been extremely
valuable. For example, one of my students who attended the next-generation workshop
came to know another student from Japan with the same research interest. They now
exchange papers, ideas and literature tips via email.

What I heard from the business meeting about the publications and the plans for

publications show an unusually high degree of productivity.
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Ito Peng (University of Toronto)

This year one PhD and one post doctoral students from University of Toronto
participated in the programme. The GCOE programme has provided an opportunity for
these students to meet other students and scholars working in their areas, and gotten
feedbacks for their works. I believe the programme has also expanded their research
networks which is very important for their career development.

For my post-doctoral student, the GCOE programme also supports her research. She
has been funded by the GCOE programme to conduct field work in Japan.

I believe this programme is an excellent model for graduate education, something I hope

will continue in further.

Ito Peng #t#% (k7 > b K% University of Toronto)
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