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Abstract 

 

This paper is aimed at clarification of how village communities arrange the maintenance of 

local water facilities under the influx of new residents in Japan. The study examined 26 communities 

in Fukusaki town, Hyogo prefecture. The main findings are as follows. (1) The community size and 

the irrigation type are factors determining the organization of maintenance. (2) The location of 

newcomers’ residences strongly influences the formation of neighborhood groups of residents’ 

associations. (3) Whether new residents are included in existing neighborhood groups or not is an 

important factor affecting the residents’ participation in maintenance. These results suggest the 

necessity of establishing appropriate planning of rural development for maintaining communities 

and their activities. 
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2011 年度次世代研究「地域資源管理に対する新住民の意識と参加傾向」（研究代表：本

田恭子）による成果である。 
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